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possible in France. This did not render their indictment
less crushing when the facts were fully disclosed, but it
certainly weakened the force of the attack. What is more, it
gave a large and, later, apparently the largest section of the
Socialist Party the excuse, which they were eager to grasp, for
supporting M. Malvy, and more particularly their friend M.
Joseph Caillaux, against what they were pleased to denounce
as abominable detraction.

Newspapers to-day are credited, perhaps, with more political
influence than they really possess. But it is clear that if
nearly the whole of the important press of a country can be
captured by a particular faction, and only such news is allowed
to be published as suits the convenience of the Government
in power, the people at large have no means of correcting tiie
false impressions of events thus thrust upon them. That is
an extreme case, which has, so far, been realised, in practice,
in only one country. But the German agents who were so
active in Paris were fully alive to the advantages of such a
policy of purchase and manipulation of the press for their
own ends. They made efforts to secure a control of the
majority of the shares in some of the most influential journals
of Paris. How far this process was surreptitiously carried
will never be known : not far enough, certainly, to affect the
tone of the organs they were anxious to manipulate.

But enough was done to show the great danger which
would have resulted to the community, had a newspaper
trust been successfully created on the scale contemplated, but
fortunately never carried out, by the infamous Bolo Pasha
and his associates. Their own journal, Le Bonnet Bouge, even
when increased during the war from a weekly to a daily issue,
was not by any means sufficient for their needs, although that
traitorous sheet alone was able to do a great deal of mischief.
But their control was extended to the Journal, a paper, prior
to the war, of considerable circulation and influence. Their
attempts to expand further were in full swing when, thanks
to the work of MM. Leotf Daudet an<? Barses in the Action
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